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CLAR101H The Intellectual Journey
Fall 2020
Course description: An introduction to the life of intellectual inquiry based on themes from Bonaventure’s The Mind’s Journey into God.  By means of a seminar format, Clare College faculty and students engage in reflective discussion, informed by the Bonaventurian spiritual vision, of substantive issues posed by the human community.  In this manner writing and thinking skills are developed, verbal expression is encouraged, and foundational questions are explored with a view toward integrating the core area courses.   3 credits.

Learning Objectives:
1.  To examine major issues in the context of the spiritual vision of Bonaventure.

2.  To analyze readings in light of the Bonaventurian themes as developed in The Mind’s Journey into God.

3.  To enhance writing ability and speaking skills and foster a close student-professor relationship in a seminar environment.

4.  To introduce the rationale underlying the core curriculum at St. Bonaventure University.
Instructor: Dr. Oleg Bychkov

Office location: Plassmann E8

Office hours: MW 1:30-2:30PM or by appointment
Telephone: 2443

e-mail: obychkov@sbu.edu

Texts: The Intellectual Journey.  Ed. John V. Apczynski. Needham Heights, MA: Simon & Schuster Custom Publishing (SBU bookstore)

Bonaventure, Itinerarium (The Journey of the Mind into God),
translated by O. Bychkov; on the class website in pdf

Website (text of Itinerarium; reading guide; online syllabus): 

http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/itinerarium_oleg.pdf

http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/clar101.html

Schedule: TTH 1-2:15PM

Location: Plassmann 108

Grading policy
· attendance, participation and discussion                               —30%

· two class presentations and short papers,
10% each (see description below)                                         —20%

· two longer papers, 15% each                                                 —30%

· final exam                                                                              —20%

Grades are determined on the following basis (% or points, out of 100):

A — 90% or higher (except for calculating the final grade, %age higher than 90 will be assigned only in the case if assignments are flawless, i.e., no typos or mistakes in papers, perfect oral presentations, etc.; otherwise A counts as 90)

	A- — 87-89%

B+ — 84-86%

B — 80-83%

B- — 77-79%

C+ — 74-76%

C — 70-73%
	C- — 67-69%

D+ — 64-66%

D — 60-63%

D- — 57-59%

F — 56% or lower




If you would like to calculate your grade yourself here are some examples:

· if you have 70% or points out of 100 in this course you final grade will be C

· if you attended 7 classes out of 10 (or 14 out of 20, etc., i.e., 70%) your grade for attendance will be C

· if you receive a C for a 10% (or point) assignment it means you have 7 % or points (i.e., 70% of the 10%), etc.

Types of assignments
Class participation: every student must come to every class prepared, i.e., having read all texts assigned for this class (see Schedule) and must participate by discussing them in every class. If a student is prepared for class and talking sufficiently the grade is A; if a student is prepared but talks very little the grade is between B and C; if a student is talking but is not prepared (i.e., have not read the text) the grade is between C and D; if the student is not talking the grade is F, whether prepared or not. Note that if you attended the class F will count as 50%, i.e., you still get some points for attendance. If you missed the class you points will be ZERO. Thus even one or two missed classes will have a dramatic negative effect on your grade!

Each student will receive a progress report on his/her oral participation regularly. Please note that participation is worth 30% and if you remain silent in classes you will likely fail this course; in any case the best grade you can realistically receive in this case will be C-. Please come and see the instructor for suggestions if you have trouble participating.

Shorter papers/class presentations: two must be completed, one before and one after the midterm break. Students are encouraged to schedule both presentations asap by contacting me via e-mail or in person. Dates will be assigned on the “first come” basis. Students who do not contact me with preferred dates will be assigned alphabetically by the instructor. If you fail to present on the assigned date (except due to an excused absence, see below), you will receive zero for this assignment!

The student assigned to present in a particular class will prepare a two-page paper (double-spaced) for presentation in class. The paper will be on the text assigned for this class. The paper should be self-contained, and not be a mere summary but present an argument or point of view on the text or one of the ideas in the text (contact me if you do not understand). A copy must be e-mailed to the instructor prior to the class, or enough copies should be printed for all students. The paper is read in class and discussed by all students and the instructor, together with other points of the text. Both the contents and the argument of the paper will be critiqued. The presenter is then given time to incorporate the critique and suggestions and submit the final cleaned-up version for evaluation by next class (the final version will be read only by the instructor). The grade will be both for the class presentation and the written paper and will take into consideration the depth of understanding the text, the quality of the argument, etc. The shorter paper is a preparation for writing a longer essay later on, but it should not be verbatim copied into the longer essay.

Longer papers: each student will have to write two 5-page essays; there will be two separate deadlines (see Schedule) and lists of topics (to be distributed at a later date). An outline will be required 1 week before submission by e-mail, or the paper will not be accepted. Failure to submit papers on time will result in penalties (1 point per day).

Final exam: all students must write the final exam.

General policies
Discipline
Conversations, sounds, and extraneous activities during class are highly disruptive. They prevent your fellow students from learning and distract the instructor. For this reason, students must refrain from all conversations during classes, unless this is part of the instruction process. No use of cell phones or similar gadgets is permitted. I will count any such occurence as one lateness, i.e., the student will lose half of his/her attendance points for that day!

Students must not walk in late or leave early (no excuses). If they do so they will be automatically marked as absent. It is their responsibility to notify the instructor that they were actually present in class: in this case, two latenesses or early leaves will be marked as one absence.

Missed classes. Since this course is based predominantly on class participation, failure to attend class will lead to serious consequences (mandated by the general policies created for this course). If you miss 5 classes the instructor has the right to fail you. You must arrange a meeting with the instructor to discuss your attendance. If you fail to arrange a meeting an F grade will be automatically assigned in the course. If you miss 10 classes an F grade will be assigned in the course, no matter what the circumstances (i.e., whether the absences are excused or not).

Make-up policy. If your absence is not excused you lose all points for this class, no make-ups. If you miss a class for a legitimate reason (consult the Student Handbook) you will not lose points for attendance and will be allowed to make up what you missed. Keep in mind that by missing a class you lose participation points, which is significant: it is your responsibility to discuss with the isntructor how you can make them up.

Academic honesty
Academic honesty is a very serious matter (consult the Student Handbook; you are responsible for knowing this information). Such practices as plagiarism (copying texts word for word, or using materials that are created by others in your assignments without indicating the source or authorship and presenting them as your own work), cheating, e.g., exchanging information during essay writing and exams, preparing assignments for somebody else, etc., can have very serious consequences, from receiving a “Fail” grade in the course to expulsion from the University for repeated offenses. St. Bonaventure faculty has a broad array of electronic tools to track pagiarism, and is committed to detecting and prosecuting all cases of academic dishonesty.

Disability policy (for further reference consult the Student Handbook). Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services Office, Doyle room 26, at 375-2065 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Proposed Reading/Assignment Schedule

Note: Itin. on the reading schedule stands for Itinerarium, or Bonaventure’s work The Journey of the Mind into God. The text to be used is my new translation posted on the class website, under every “step” of the “journey,” in pdf. Please print out the text for use in class. The difference between the regular Clare 101 and Clare 101H is that for the Honors version of the course the students will read the entire text of Bonaventure’s Itinerarium and discuss it in depth.

T Aug. 30: Introduction: course goals, expectations, Bonaventure’s vision

Th Sept. 1: Itinerarium, Prologue; chapter 1

T Sept. 6: Itin. ch. 2

Th Sept. 8: Itin. ch. 3

T Sept. 13: Itin. ch. 4-5

Th Sept. 15: Itin. ch. 6-7

T Sept. 20: Rodriguez; Wright

Th Sept. 22: Cicero; Newman

T Sept. 27: Colinvaux; Leopold

Th Sept. 29: Genesis; Davies

T Oct. 4: Thoureau; Arnold

Th Oct. 6: Novak

Midterm break
Th Oct. 13: Life of Francis (from Step 1); Hopkins

T Oct. 18: Marcus Aurelius; formal paper #1 due
Th Oct. 20: Augustine

T Oct. 25: Montaigne; Sartre

Th Oct 27: King

T Nov. 1: de Beauvoir

Th Nov. 3: Marx

T Nov. 8: Vatican II

Th Nov. 10: Plato; Upanishads

T Nov. 15: Smith 

Th Nov. 17: Milton

T Nov. 22: Johnson; formal paper #2 due
Thanksgiving  break
T Nov. 29: Dickinson; Eliot; Clare

Th Dec. 1: DeLillo; Matthew

T Dec. 6: Merton; Petrarch

Th Dec. 8: Dante; Euripides; review
Mon. Dec. 12: final exam, 8-10:30AM,  room tba
