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CLARE 109/THEO 325. Art and Religion
Fall 2010
Instructor: Dr. Oleg Bychkov

Office location: Plassmann E8

Office hours: MW 1:30-2:30PM or by appointment (e-mail)

Telephone: 2443

e-mail: obychkov@sbu.edu

Texts (to be purchased at the University Book Store):

Quenot, M. The Icon. Window on the Kingdom. Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1996. (abbreviated as Quenot)

St. John of Damascus, Three Treatises on the Divine Images. Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2003. (abbreviated as Damascus)

The rest of the texts will be available in pdf form through “live” links on the online version of the syllabus (see below); please print to use in class

Websites (images, music, reading assignments, etc.): 

Images and music:

http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/art_religion.html
Syllabus with live links, reading assignments, all other texts in pdf:

http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/325_109_Fall_2010.doc

Reference textbook for principles of the arts, in pdf (optional):  

http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/Clare_109_textbook_2010.pdf
Schedule: MW 2:30-3:45 PM             Location: Plassmann 301

Grading:
Participation and group discussions                                          25%

Test 1                                                                                         15%             

Quizzes                                                                                      15%

Test 2                                                                                         15%

Final paper                                                                                 30%

Class presentations/discussions

The exact format of presentations and the make-up of discussion groups will be worked out with students during the first week of class. In general, presentations/discussions will work as follows. The class will be divided into 5-6 small groups. In several sections of the course, after the initial lecture students will be asked to prepare class presentations on the same topic, using their own examples of religious art, music, film, etc., with a following dicussion of the points they make. Everyone in the group should participate in preparing the material and the entire group gets credit provided a presentation is made. One person, however, will be generally responsible for a particular class and making the presentation. In order to ensure fairness, each time the presenter/person responsible will change, so that all have a chance to participate. The order or rotation will be established either by the group or by the instructor. Each presentation should be accompanied by a short outline and all supporting multimedia, which will be submitted to the instructor (in hardcopy or electronically) for further evaluation. The criteria of evaluation will be the amount of audiovisual material presented and the thoroughness of discussion and analysis, i.e., the amount of effort you put into assignments (you do not necessarily need to “get it right”).

Grades are determined on the following basis (% or points, out of 100):

A — 90% or higher (except for calculating attendance, “objective” tests, and the final grade, %age higher than 90 will be assigned only in the case of flawless assignments, e.g., perfect presentations; otherwise A counts as 90)

	A- — 87-89%

B+ — 84-86%

B — 80-83%

B- — 77-79%

C+ — 74-76%

C — 70-73%
	C- — 67-69%

D+ — 64-66%

D — 60-63%

D- — 57-59%

F — 56% or lower




If you would like to calculate your grade yourself here are some examples:

· if you have 70% or points out of 100 in this course you final grade will be C

· if you attended 7 classes out of 10 (or 14 out of 20, etc., i.e., 70%) your grade for attendance will be C

· if you receive a C for a 10% (or point) assignment it means you have 7 % or points (i.e., 70% of the 10%), etc.

General policies

Discipline
During the course, the students will be asked to provide their input regarding the structure of the course and potential problems. One of the most serious problems indicated in previous responses is discipline, in particular talking (or making sounds) during the class and walking in late (or trying to leave early).

Conversations and sounds during class sessions are highly disruptive. They prevent your fellow students from learning and distract the instructor. For this reason, students must refrain from all conversations during classes, unless this is part of the instruction process. No use of cell phones or similar electronic gadgets is permitted. I will count any such occurence as one lateness, i.e., the student will lose half of his/her attendance points for that day!

Students must not walk in late OR leave early (no excuses). If they do so they will be automatically marked as absent. It is their responsibility to notify the instructor that they were actually present in class: in this case, two latenesses or early leaves will be marked as one absence.

Missed classes and make-up policy. If your absence is not excused you lose all points for this class or any assignments done in this class, no make-ups. If you miss a class for a legitimate reason (check the Student Handbook) you will not lose points for attendance and will be allowed to make up any assignments you missed (in this case remember that you also lose participation points for presentations/discussions).

Academic honesty
Academic honesty is a very serious matter (consult the Student Handbook; you are responsible for knowing this information). Such practices as plagiarism (copying texts word for word, or using materials that are created by others in your assignments, without indicating the source or authorship, and presenting them as your own work), cheating, e.g., exchanging information during tests and exams, preparing assignments for somebody else, etc., can have very serious consequences, from receiving a “Fail” grade in the course to expulsion from the University for repeated offenses. St. Bonaventure faculty has a broad array of electronic tools to track pagiarism, and is committed to detecting and prosecuting all cases of academic dishonesty.

Disability policy (for further reference consult the Student Handbook).

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services Office, Doyle room 26, at 375-2065 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Proposed Course Schedule

M Aug. 30: Art and religion introductory I.
Readings: Online textbook; Plato, Republic; Cicero, On the Nature of the Gods; Wackenroder, Outpourings of an Art-Loving Friar
W Sept. 1: Art and religion introductory II. discussion
M Sept. 6: The icon I. Iconoclasm and theology of the icon.
Readings: Online textbook; Exodus 20; Quenot, pp. 15-42; Damascus, pp. 20-38, 64-68; Council of Trent on images
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/icon.html
W Sept. 8: The icon II. Iconoclasm and theology of the icon.
discussion; quiz (I-II)
M Sept. 13: The icon III.  Specific qualities of icons.
Readings: Quenot, pp. 42-47, 65-72, 87-119
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/icon.html
W Sept. 15: The icon IV. The icon V. Specific qualities of icons.
discussion (III-IV)
M Sept. 20: The icon V. The icon and Western religious art.
Readings: Online textbook; Quenot, pp. 72-83
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/icon.html
W Sept. 22: The icon VI. The icon and Western religious art.
visit to QAC (class meets at QAC)
discussion (III-VII)
M Sept. 27: The icon VII. Types of icons.
Readings: Online textbook; Quenot, pp. 47-64, 121-143
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/icon.html
W Sept. 29: The icon VIII.Test no. 1 (the Icon I-VIII)
discussion (VIII)
M Oct. 4: Church architecture I. History and symbolism of Church architecture.
Readings: Online textbook; P. Evdokimov, Art of the Icon; St. Germanus of Constantinople, The Divine Liturgy, pp. 57-65; William Durand, Divine Offices
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/architecture.html
W Oct. 6: Church architecture II. Western Cathedrals and Eastern churches.
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/architecture.html
Midterm break

W Oct. 13: Church architecture III. discussion (I-II); quiz (I-II)
M Oct. 18: “field” trip to a modern church (to be arranged)


W Oct. 20: Church architecture III. Criticism; contemporary approaches.
Readings: O. Bychkov, “Image and Meaning,” pp. 83-84; Environment and Art in Catholic worship, pp. 30-45
discussion (III)
M Oct. 25: Christian Liturgy I. The structure of the Christian Liturgy (Mass). Common features in Eastern and Western liturgies. The symbolism of the Liturgy (Mass). The structure of Western Mass and place of music in it.
Readings: Online textbook; St. Germanus of Constantinople, On the Divine Liturgy, pp. 71-107;  Environment and Art in Catholic worship, pp. 3-19; Music in Catholic Worship, pp. 9-27
Video: The Roman Catholic (Tridentine) Mass

W Oct. 27: “field” trip: modern liturgy (to be arranged)
M Nov. 1: Christian Liturgy II. The structure of Western Mass and place of music in it (continuation).
discussion (I-II); quiz (I-II)
W Nov. 3: Christian Liturgy III. Structure of the Eastern Orthodox liturgy and place of music in it.
Readings: Online textbook (same); St. Germanus of Constantinople, On the Divine Liturgy, pp. 16-23
Video: The Greek Orthodox Liturgy

M Nov. 8: Christian Liturgy IV. Structure of the Eastern Orthodox liturgy and place of music in it (continuation). Comparisons (Eastern-Western, Old-Contemporary). Criticism of the use of music in liturgy. Contemporary approaches.
Readings: Music in Catholic Worship (same); H. Wybrew, The Orthodox Liturgy, pp. 1-11; R. Viladesau, Theology and the Arts, pp. 13-34
discussion (III-IV); quiz (III-IV)
W Nov. 10: Music and liturgy I. Theology of music; Tensions; Evolution of Western liturgical music.
Readings: Online textbook; Viladesau, Theology and the Arts (same); O. Bychkov, “Image and Meaning,” pp. 84-85
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/western_music.html
M Nov. 15:Music and liturgy II. Evolution of Eastern liturgical music; comparisons.
Readings: Online textbook (same); J. von Gardner, Russian Church Singing, pp. 21-25; 31-33
website: http://web.sbu.edu/theology/bychkov/eastern_music.html 

W Nov. 17: Music and liturgy I-II.
discussion (I-II)


M Nov. 22: Test no. 2 (Liturgy, Music)
Thanksgiving break

M Nov. 29: Film and religion I
video: tba

W Dec. 1: Film and religion II

M Dec. 6: Film and religion III
presentations and discussions
W Dec. 8: Film and religion IV
presentations and discussions
M Dec. 13: last day to submit final papers
