Discussion 6: plot / structure (literature)





Topic for Group 1: What are Aristotle’s requirements for a good plot? Discuss the following issues: what is a plot? the role of action versus character; its length; complication and denouement; feeling of relief; inserting episodes.








Topic for Group 2: Read the following section of Hamlet’s monologue (soliloquy). What part of the play does it come from? What does it do in terms of building a plot?





Hamlet: What's Hecuba to him ... / That he should weep for her?


Yet I...  / ...can say nothing; no not for a king ... / Am I a coward?


...Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindless villain! / O, vengeance!


...This is most brave / That I, the son of a dear father murder’d, / Prompted to my revenge by heaven and hell, / Must, like a whore, unpack my heart with words...





Topic for Group 3: Read the following dialogue from Hamlet. What part of the play does it come from? What does it do in terms of building a plot?





Hamlet: How now, a rat? Dead for a ducat, dead...


Queen: O me, what hast thou done?


Hamlet: Nay, I know not. Is it the king?


Queen: O, what a rash and bloody deed is this!


Hamlet: ...Thou wretched, rash, intruding fool, farewell.


I took thee for thy better. Take thy fortune.





Topic for Group 4: Discuss the following question: why does Hamlet delay (procrastinate)? Why wouldn’t he kill his uncle sooner? In order to answer this question you will have to think of the main strategies that Shakespeare uses to construct his plot.





