Discussion 8: heroic mode, literature





Topic for Group 1: The meaning of the term “heroic.” What does it imply: to be heroic? What qualities are expected in a hero? Think of some examples of heroic behavior from real life, historical accounts, or films.








Topic for Group 2: “Heroic mode” in literature. If one wants to create a “heroic” piece of literature, what would it be like? How do you make a literary piece heroic? What is needed to portray heroic behavior in literature? Think of some examples.








Topic for Group 3: Please find all instances in the Iliad where Achilles (the main character) appears heroic. (Check the following pages from the Iliad [also cf. the link on the web]: Book 1: pp. 61-64, 72; Book 5: pp. 135-136; Book 8: pp. 186-187; Book 9: pp. 199, 206-209, 214-215; Book 15: pp. 322-323, 324; Book 16: pp. 330-331, 332-333; Book 18: pp. 377-378; Book 19: pp. 393-394, 396; Book 21: p. 421; Book 22: pp. 443-445.) Why do you think he is heroic there? Prove your opinion.








Topic for Group 4: Please find all instances in the Iliad where Achilles (the main character) appears non-heroic. (Check the following pages from the Iliad [also cf. the link on the web]: Book 1: pp. 61-64, 72; Book 5: pp. 135-136; Book 8: pp. 186-187; Book 9: pp. 199, 206-209, 214-215; Book 15: pp. 322-323, 324; Book 16: pp. 330-331, 332-333; Book 18: pp. 377-378; Book 19: pp. 393-394, 396; Book 21: p. 421; Book 22: pp. 443-445.) Why do you think he is not heroic there? Prove your opinion.








