Music





Terms to remember: pitch, tone, interval, consonance, dissonance





Music utilizes sound: waves or vibrations in the air. The human ear is capable of recognizing precise pitches — sounds of particular high or low frequencies.





Musical tone is a pure sound of a fixed frequency: musical tones are usually represented as notes in musical notation (score).





Scale: a particular sequence of musical sounds (tones) of different pitches is called musical scale. The human ear is naturally predisposed to organize different pitches in sequences / scales. This ability is used in composing music (see section melody). Particular tones in a scale are called degrees of the scale (first, second, etc.).





Intervals: simultaneous sounding / hearing of two tones — a musical interval — is perceived by the human ear as either pleasant (consonance) or unpleasant (dissonance). Both types of intervals can be used in music (see section harmony).





Just as visual perception, sound and human hearing are also about harmony and order. Music gives us an insight into the nature of sound and allows us to perceive directly the laws of hearing.








